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GUEST ARTIST REGITAL

SUSAN HAGEN, DOUBLE BASS

Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 7:30 p.m.
Organ Hall, Voxman Music Building



PROGRAM

ENDGAME 2
Marti Epstein (b.1959)

STILL ALIVE...
David Heyes (b. 1960)

Largo molto
Allegro

Lamento
Andante

Molto maestoso

SUN AND LIGHT, A FRIDA KAHLO

TRIPTYCH
Lourdes Montgomery (b. 1956)

Panel One: The Love Embrace of the
Universe (1949)

Panel Two: Frida and Diego Riviera
(1931)

Panel Three: Viva La Vida (1954)



THE TRANSCIENCE OF LIFE
Simon Garcia (b.1977)

AMONG THE ROSES
Mary Rae (b.1951)

TRANQUILITY
Mary Rae

THE {WRECK}ONING
Mason Bynes (b. 1997)

THE VAMPIRE DREAMED OF THE
SCENTS OF FREE DETERGENT AND
OF ORANGE BLACKBERRY TEA;
WHEN HE AWAKENED ALL WAS

CLEAN AND WARM
P. Kellach Waddle (b. 1967)



Vill DECENNIUM
Rodrigo Mata (b. 1985)

REMEMBER ME
Xavier Dubois Foley (b. 1994)

A WALK IN THE WOODS
Lloyd Goldstein (b. 1960)



ABOUT THE ARTIST

SUSAN HAGEN

Susan Hagen is the principal double bassist
of, and has been a featured soloist with, the
Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra - the first
female ever to achieve this honor. She has
toured the US and Japan as principal double
bass of this group. In addition, Susan has
been a first call substitute bassist with both
and the Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO)
and the Boston Pops Orchestra for the past 20
seasons, performing over 650 concerts with
the BSO and over 1000 with the Boston Pops,
as well as being on multiple recordings with
each orchestra.

In November of 2022, she gave the US pre-
miere of Simon Garcia’'s Concerto for Am-
plified Double Bass & String Orchestra with
the Plymouth Philharmonic Orchestra (MA).
Since then, she has performed it six more
times - with the Northshore Philharmonic;
the Wellesley Symphony; the New Hampshire
Philharmonic; the Bach, Beethoven, & Brahms
Society, and again with the Berklee Contem-
porary Symphony Orchestra in November of
2025.



Susan has performed with world-renowned
electric bassist Steve Bailey and continues to
collaborate with him, including as a featured
artist on his latest album entitled “Carolina”
She can also be heard on 5-time Grammy
Award winner Victor Wooten & Steve Bailey's
newest Bass X-tremes album “S’low Down”
and she has also collaborated with Grammy
Award Winning bassist John Patitucci.

Since March 2020, Susan has premiered and
recorded more than 125 pieces (all written
after 2010) and performed the World/US/Re-
gional premieres of over 70 pieces, many of
which were written for/dedicated to her. In Au-
gust 2018, Susan performed the US premiere
of David Heyes' “Seven Last Words from the
Cross” in Rochester, NY, and has also commis-
sioned and/or given premieres of double bass
music composed by David Heyes, John Alex-
ander, Humphrey Clucas, Simon Garcia, Lloyd
Goldstein, John Kennedy, Rodrigo Mata, Luis
Guillermo Pérez, Mary Rae, Peter Byron Smith,
P Kellach Waddle, and Martin Wind, among
others. Susan was invited to perform in a solo
recital in honor of Teppo Hauta-aho and Frank
Proto at the International Society of Bassists'’
2021 Virtual Convention, again in recitals &

as a presenter at the ISB’'s 2022 mini conven-



tion, in the 2023 ISB convention in Michigan,
as well as at several ISB Center Stage virtual
events.

In addition to her solo recitals, Susan has
teamed up with her father, guitarist/electric
bassist Roy Hagen, arranging and performing
music of many genres - from French art songs
to current pop tunes. These recitals have
raised thousands of dollars for many different
charities.

In 2024 she organized & performed in the
“Koussevitzky Connections” — a 10-concert
and multiple-workshop tour throughout New
England with British double bassist/composer
David Heyes in honor of the 150th anniversa-
ry of the birth of Serge Koussevitzky, during
which she was granted the honor of playing
the famed Koussevitzky bass, on loan by Gary
Karr.

Susan has published a second edition of her
book of Warm Ups for double bassists called
“BASSics of Bass” which can be purchased on
her website or at https://shop.doublebasshq.
com/products/bassicsofbass. She also has

a highly acclaimed podcast called “Bass-Talk
with Hagen & Heyes” which has received inter-
national acclaim. She is on faculty at Berklee
College of Music, a frequent lecturer at Har-



vard University, and has been a clinician at
the Rochester Bass Retreat, Boston University
Tanglewood Institute, the International Online
Bass Summit, Oberlin Conservatory, Louisiana
BassFest, Appalachian State, and Musicians
for the World.

Susan was featured in “Strad Magazine” in
spring of 2025. She is an endorsed artist for
both PJBass amps as well as Remic Micro-
phones. She is a founding member and the
Vice Chair of the Artemis Bass Initiative, is the
Career Team Leader for the International So-
ciety of Bassists, and is the Scholarship Chair
for Artemis.

In March of 2026, after performing a tour with
the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra, Susan
will embark on a 5-university masterclass/
recital tour through the Midwest to New York.
When she returns to Boston she will be per-
forming a multi-city tour for the Lenten season
of “Seven Last Words from the Cross” by Da-
vid Heyes.

Find Susan on her website & Social Media:
www.susanphagen.com
www.bass-talk.com

You Tube Channels: Susan Hagen Bass &
Bass-Talk with Hagen & Heyes



UPGOMING EVENTS

For the most current listing of concerts,
recitals, and other School of Music
events, visit the events calendar.


https://music.uiowa.edu/events

